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The Significance of the Arabic Preposition ‘Min’ as Seen by the Grammarians

and Its Impact on Inferring Legal Rules from Scriptural Texts

Abstract:

This preposition has been studied from the point of view of the
variation of its significances, the hermeneutical difference on its source
meaning and the salient theological and juristic issues that are influenced by
the variation of its meaning. The study has also highlighted the extent to
which this preposition influences the process of inferring legal rules from
scriptural texts.

To achieve this goal, the research has been divided into four sections:
the first section deals with defining the words constituting the title, namely,
the preposition ‘min’, ‘Dilaalah’ (significance), ‘Istinbaat’(inferring) and ‘Al
Ahkaam Al-Shariyyah’ (Islamic rules).

The second section deals with the significances of the preposition ‘min’
which amount to fifteen significances. The third section discusses the
difference of opinion on the source meaning of the preposition ‘min’:
whether it marks the start towards a destination; or it signifies some of a
whole, or it is used for clarification. The first [of these three] is the most
tenable according to this study. The fourth section is an exploration of the
practical cases that demonstrate how the difference on the meaning of the
preposition ‘min’ impacts the inferring of legal rules from scriptural texts.
Nine cases have been explored in this study.

The research ends up with a conclusion summarizing the most
important findings and recommending that similar inclusive studies have to
be conducted on other Arabic prepositions in terms of their meaning
individually.

Key Words: significances of the preposition ‘min’, Denotations of
‘min’, Cases Involving ‘min’, Inferring Legal Rules
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