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The intervention of the ancient recipient in reformulating the poetic text

Abstract
This study focused on the role of the ancient recipient in the literary creative

process, specifically in poetry. The recipient was not only seen as a participating
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critic in producing textual meanings according to the theories of reception and their
interpretation. Instead, they played a more active role as the creator (poet) in
producing the creative poetic text. The ancient recipient would assume this role
intentionally at times and unintentionally at other times. The means of preserving
and transmitting the text, such as recitation, narration, and transmission from one
narrator to another, sometimes led to confusion and a lack of verification of what
was heard. The recipient would then insert words they imagined they had heard or
substitute what they had forgotten. Additionally, the recipient would intentionally
intervene in rephrasing the poetic text to align it with their own expectations and go
beyond what was mentioned in the text, which represented a breach of the horizon
of expectation. They would intervene if they found a deviation from religious
beliefs or a violation or mismatch with the familiar reality of the Arab environment
and its social and ethical customs. The recipient's intervention could also occur due
to poor linguistic structure, leading to ambiguity or confusion in meaning. The
recipient would rephrase the poetic text to suit the context in which it was recited if
they found it did not align with that context. Conversely, the recipient might believe
that the text would be more beautiful and effective if it were recited in a different
context than the actual one in which it was delivered. In this case, the recipient's
intervention would modify the text to suit the context, and the context would be
modified to suit the text.

Keywords: recipient, horizon of reception, rephrasing the text.
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