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Syllables and their Nature in Early and Modern Arabic Studies

Abstract
This study deals with one of the most important topics in Phonology; the syllable in
the traditional and the modern linguistic studies. It highlights the status of the

ancient Arab linguist’s knowledge of the syllable in terms of terminology and a
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function, the nature of this knowledge among the Arab philosophers and linguists.
Through adopting the descriptive approach, the books of these scholars served as
the main source for the information by collecting the dispersed signposts that were
spread in order to manifest the nature of their knowledge with regard to syllables.

The study is divided into an introduction, preface, two chapters and a conclusion.
The first chapter is on the concept of the syllable and its nature in modern
linguistics. While the second chapter deals with the concept of the syllable and its
nature in the ancient Arabic linguistic and philosophical studies. The study
concludes with a number of results and findings, the most important of which can
be summarized as that the syllable comes with several meanings different from that
of modern phonology according to ancient Arab linguists. It comes in the sense of
place of articulation, places of the pauses, vowels and consonants in prosody.
Moreover, the ancient Arab linguists used the syllable’s linguistic indication of
separation and division. Ancient Arab philosophers, on the other hand, define
syllable, as a term, similar to its modern linguistic concept. This proves that the
ancient Arab philosophers have the precedency, in the knowledge of the syllable,

over the ancient Arab linguists.

Keywords: Phonology; Syllable; Philosophers, Linguists.
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